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 A Service of the Word

HYMN: 8 THE LORD IS KING, LIFT UP YOUR VOICE

THE GREETING
The grace and mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
And also with you.    

Rejoice in the Lord always;
again I will say, Rejoice.

Let your gentleness be known to everyone.
The Lord is near.

Do not worry about anything, 
but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving, 
let your requests be made known to God.

And the peace of God which surpasses all understanding
will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.                       (Phil. 4:4-7) 

OPENING PRAYER
Heavenly Father, 
in our time together now, 
help us to celebrate your love, 
learn from your truth, 
trust in your grace
and grow strong in your service
through Jesus Christ our Lord.       Amen



PENITENCE
The first commandment is: ‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, 
and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and with all your strength.’ The 
second is this: ‘You shall love your neighbour as yourself.’
Let us confess to God our failure truly to serve him and our neighbour.

Most merciful God,
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
we confess that we have sinned 
in thought, word and deed.
We have not loved you with our whole heart.  
We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 
In your mercy forgive what we have been, 
help us to amend what we are,
and direct what we shall be;
that we may do justly, love mercy,
and walk humbly with you, our God. Amen.

ABSOLUTION
                                                          
THE COLLECT OF THE DAY
Lord God,  defend your Church  from all false teaching 
and give to your people knowledge of your truth, 
that we may enjoy eternal life in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

FIRST READING AMOS 6: 1A, 4-7
A reading from the prophet Amos:

As for those who are at ease in Zion, 
   and for those who feel secure on Mount Samaria, 
the notables of the first of the nations, 
   to whom the house of Israel resorts!  
Alas for those who lie on beds of ivory, 
   and lounge on their couches, 
and eat lambs from the flock,   and calves from the stall;  
who sing idle songs to the sound of the harp, 
   and like David improvise on instruments of music;  
who drink wine from bowls, 
   and anoint themselves with the finest oils, 
   but are not grieved over the ruin of Joseph!  
Therefore they shall now be the first to go into exile, 
   and the revelry of the loungers shall pass away.

This is the word of the Lord…



Hymn: 92How sweet the name of Jesus sounds

SECOND READING  LUKE 16: 19-31
A reading from St Luke’s Gospel: ’There was a rich man who was dressed in 
purple and fine linen and who feasted sumptuously every day. And at his gate 
lay a poor man named Lazarus, covered with sores, who longed to satisfy his 
hunger with what fell from the rich man’s table; even the dogs would come and 
lick his sores. The poor man died and was carried away by the angels to be with 
Abraham. The rich man also died and was buried. In Hades, where he was being 
tormented, he looked up and saw Abraham far away with Lazarus by his side. He 
called out, “Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus to dip the tip 
of his finger in water and cool my tongue; for I am in agony in these flames.” But 
Abraham said, “Child, remember that during your lifetime you received your 
good things, and Lazarus in like manner evil things; but now he is comforted 
here, and you are in agony. Besides all this, between you and us a great chasm 
has been fixed, so that those who might want to pass from here to you cannot 
do so, and no one can cross from there to us.” He said, “Then, father, I beg you to 
send him to my father’s house— for I have five brothers—that he may warn 
them, so that they will not also come into this place of torment.” Abraham 
replied, “They have Moses and the prophets; they should listen to them.” He 
said, “No, father Abraham; but if someone goes to them from the dead, they will 
repent.” He said to him, “If they do not listen to Moses and the prophets, neither 
will they be convinced even if someone rises from the dead.” ’
 This is the word of the Lord…

SERMON

HYMN: 708 O PRAISE YE THE LORD

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
Let us affirm our faith in God: We believe in God the Father,
from whom every family in heaven and on earth is named.

We believe in God the Son,
who lives in our hearts through faith, and fills us with his love.

We believe in God the Holy Spirit,
who strengthens us with power from on high.

We believe in one God;
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen. (from Eph. 3)



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
As sons and daughters of our heavenly Father, responding to his call to us, we 
bring him our needs and concerns:

We pray that we may all learn to think God’s way and desire to do his will above 
everything else: that we may  be ready to suffer if necessary, and put ourselves 
out, and do that cheerfully, considering it a privilege.
Lord, in your mercy....

We pray that the craving to be the most powerful may be transformed into a 
yearning for mutual respect and harmony; that wealth may not shout louder 
than right, and that truth may be clearly heard above the clamour of the world.
Lord, in your mercy....

We pray that within our homes and places of work we may practice self-
discipline in all that we say, and in the way it is said, speaking wisely and 
positively with love in both hearts and voices. Lord, in your mercy....

We pray that those whose bodies or spirits are heavy with suffering may be 
given courage and hope, ease from pain and healing to wholeness. And that we 
may know best how to help them. Lord, in your mercy....

Father, may we, along with those who have died in faith, rise to eternal life, and 
may we live on earth in such a way that we are all prepared to meet you face to 
face in heaven. Lord, in your mercy....

We pray that as we rejoice in the perfect love and obedience of Jesus, we may 
find his life transforming ours, and we ask you to hear these prayers in his name. 
Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER & THE GRACE

THE PEACE

Hymn: 285 The head that once 

CONCLUDING PRAYER
May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing, 
through the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen.                                         (Rom. 15:13)

THE BLESSING
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