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Trinity 17, Proper 23, 9th Oct 2022

ORDER OF SERVICE AT 10.45am

HYMN 557 ROCK OF AGES

THE GREETING
May the light and peace of Jesus Christ our Lord be with you:
And also with  you.

As a deer longs for flowing streams,
so my soul longs for you, O God.
My soul thirsts for God, for the living God.

Hope in God,
for I shall again praise him, my help and my God.

 (Ps. 42:1-2, 5)
OPENING PRAYER
Almighty God,
to whom all hearts are open,
all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you,
and worthily magnify your holy name;
through Christ our Lord.              Amen.

PENITENCE
We have gathered here to worship God, but are conscious of our unworthiness to do 
so. Jesus challenged the hypocrisy of people who ‘honour God with their lips but their 
hearts are far from him.’                    (Mark 7:6)
In silence, let us confess our sins to Almighty God, in penitence and faith:



When we devote much attention to satisfying our bodies but little to satisfying our 
souls …
Lord, have mercy.            Lord, have mercy.

When we like to be regarded as followers of Jesus but avoid making any sacrifices for 
him ...
Christ, have mercy.       Christ, have mercy.

When we say we love God but fail to care for our brothers and sisters in need ...
Lord, have mercy.           Lord, have mercy.

Almighty God,  who forgives all who truly repent, 
have mercy upon you,  pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,  and keep you in life eternal;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord.           Amen.

HYMN 653 LEAD, KINDLY LIGHT

THE COLLECT
Gracious God,
you call us to fullness of life:
deliver us from unbelief
and banish our anxieties
with the liberating love of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

FIRST READING
A reading from the second Book of Kings:
Naaman, commander of the army of the king of Aram, was a great man and in high 
favour with his master, because by him the Lord had given victory to Aram. The man, 
though a mighty warrior, suffered from leprosy. Now the Arameans on one of their 
raids had taken a young girl captive from the land of Israel, and she served Naaman’s 
wife. She said to her mistress, ‘If only my lord were with the prophet who is in 
Samaria! He would cure him of his leprosy.’ When the king of Israel read the letter, he 
tore his clothes and said, ‘Am I God, to give death or life, that this man sends word to 
me to cure a man of his leprosy? Just look and see how he is trying to pick a quarrel 
with me.’
But when Elisha the man of God heard that the king of Israel had torn his clothes, he 
sent a message to the king, ‘Why have you torn your clothes? Let him come to me, 
that he may learn that there is a prophet in Israel.’ So Naaman came with his horses 
and chariots, and halted at the entrance of Elisha’s house. Elisha sent a messenger to 
him, saying, ‘Go, wash in the Jordan seven times, and your flesh shall be restored and 
you shall be clean.’ But Naaman became angry and went away, saying, ‘I thought that 
for me he would surely come out, and stand and call on the name of the Lord his God, 
and would wave his hand over the spot, and cure the leprosy! Are not Abana and 
Pharpar, the rivers of Damascus, better than all the waters of Israel? Could I not wash 
in them, and be clean?’ He turned and went away in a rage. But his servants 



approached and said to him, ‘Father, if the prophet had commanded you to do 
something difficult, would you not have done it? How much more, when all he said to 
you was, “Wash, and be clean”?’ So he went down and immersed himself seven times 
in the Jordan, according to the word of the man of God; his flesh was restored like the 
flesh of a young boy, and he was clean.
Then he returned to the man of God, he and all his company; he came and stood 
before him and said, ‘Now I know that there is no God in all the earth except in Israel; 
please accept a present from your servant.’
This is the word of the Lord… 2 Kings 5: 1-3, 7-15c

HYMN 293 BREATHE ON ME, BREATH OF GOD

SECOND READING
A reading from St Luke’s gospel:   On the way to Jerusalem Jesus* was going through 
the region between Samaria and Galilee. As he entered a village, ten lepers* 
approached him. Keeping their distance, they called out, saying, ‘Jesus, Master, have 
mercy on us!’ When he saw them, he said to them, ‘Go and show yourselves to the 
priests.’ And as they went, they were made clean. Then one of them, when he saw that 
he was healed, turned back, praising God with a loud voice. He prostrated himself at 
Jesus’* feet and thanked him. And he was a Samaritan. Then Jesus asked, ‘Were not ten 
made clean? But the other nine, where are they? Was none of them found to return 
and give praise to God except this foreigner?’ Then he said to him, ‘Get up and go on 
your way; your faith has made you well.’ 
This is the word of the Lord… Luke 17: 11-19

SERMON

HYMN 587 JUST AS I AM, WITHOUT ONE PLEA

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
Do you believe and trust in God the Father, source of all being and life, the one for 
whom we exist?
We believe and trust in him.
Do you believe and trust in God the Son who took our human nature, died for us, and 
rose again?
We believe and trust in him.
Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit who gives life to the people of God 
and makes Christ known in the world?
We believe and trust in him.
This is the faith of the Church.
This is our faith. 
We believe and trust in one God,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit.             Amen.
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
  God has proclaimed his love for us. We can trust him with all our cares and concerns.

Lord, heal the church of all its splits and divisions, and bless its growth towards unity; 
heal it of all unhealthy introspection and bless its commitment to loving outreach.
Lord, in your mercy......

May our society be mindful of those who have particular difficulties; may our laws 
testify to our sense of justice, honour and integrity; may the world’s leaders be wisely 
advised and honestly motivated. Lord, in your mercy......

We ask for your presence in our homes, with your gifts of peace, patience, forgiveness 
and joy; help us through the disappointments and tragedies, and celebrate with us in 
all our festivities, for you are our most honoured guest. Lord, in your mercy......

We pray for all suffering from life-threatening and infectious diseases; Give courage to 
the long-term and chronically ill and give respite to those who are at their wit’s end. 
Lord, in your mercy......

In silence we make our own prayers to God our loving Father.........Lord, in your 
mercy…

We remember those who are bereaved by the death of their loved ones, and we 
remember those who are now in your presence. May they feel surrounded by your 
love. Lord , In your mercy...

Lord we know you love us, help us to love you; in the name of  Jesus Christ, your Son 
our Lord, Amen

THE LORD’S PRAYER & THE GRACE

THE PEACE

HYMN OF THE COLLECTION  373  TO GOD BE THE GLORY

CONCLUDING PRAYER
Almighty God, give us wisdom to perceive you,
intellect to understand you,
diligence to seek you, patience to wait for you,
a vision to meditate upon you,
and a life to proclaim you.                 Amen
                                                     (St Benedict)
THE BLESSING
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