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The First Sunday of Advent 2022. Year A readings

8.30am:  Holy Communion, Rite 2
10.45am:  A Service of the Word

HYMN 135 O COME, O COME EMMANUEL [OM V 8]

THE GREETING
May the light and love of Christ be with you.
And also with you.          

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE
Blessed are you,  sovereign Lord, God of our ancestors: 
you are our Father too. 
Your love is revealed to us in Jesus Christ your Son. 
Help us in preparing to celebrate his birth 
to make our hearts ready for your Holy Spirit 
to make his home amongst us. 
We ask this through Jesus Christ your Son. Amen

PENITENCE
God calls human beings to account for the stewardship of their lives. In silence we 
remember where we have fallen short of what our Father expects of us …

Lord, we confess we have not always used our time and our gifts wisely, creatively and 
unselfishly:  forgive us for misusing or wasting them.
Lord, have mercy.

Lord, we have not always lived in your light, or reflected it into the world’s darkness: 
forgive us for being set in our ways or complacent.
Christ, have mercy.
Lord, we have sometimes ended the day in anger or hurt:  forgive us for being 
unrepentant or unforgiving.
Lord, have mercy.



ABSOLUTION  
.

HYMN 488 STAND UP, STAND UP FOR JESUS

THE COLLECT
Almighty God,  
as your kingdom dawns, 
 turn us from the darkness of sin 
to the  light of holiness, 
 that we may be ready to meet you  
in our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen

FIRST READING ISAIAH 2.1–5
A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah:   The word that Isaiah son of Amoz 
saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem.  In days to come the mountain of the Lord’s 
house shall be established as the highest of the mountains,    and shall be raised above 
the hills; all the nations shall stream to it.    Many peoples shall come and say, ‘Come, let 
us go up to the mountain of the Lord,    to the house of the God of Jacob; that he may 
teach us his ways and that we may walk in his paths.’ For out of Zion shall go forth 
instruction, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. He shall judge between the 
nations, and shall arbitrate for many peoples; they shall beat their swords into 
ploughshares, and their spears into pruning-hooks; nation shall not lift up sword 
against nation, neither shall they learn war any more.  O house of Jacob, come, let us 
walk in the light of the Lord!
This is the word of the Lord…

HYMN 92 HOW SWEET THE NAME OF JESUS SOUNDS

SECOND READING MATTHEW 24.36–44
A reading from St Matthew’s Gospel:  ‘But about that day and hour no one knows, 
neither the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. For as the days of 
Noah were, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. For as in those days before the 
flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day 
Noah entered the ark, and they knew nothing until the flood came and swept them all 
away, so too will be the coming of the Son of Man. Then two will be in the field; one 
will be taken and one will be left. Two women will be grinding meal together; one will 
be taken and one will be left. Keep awake therefore, for you do not know on what day 
your Lord is coming. But understand this: if the owner of the house had known in 
what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would 
not have let his house be broken into. Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of 
Man is coming at an unexpected hour.

This is the word of the Lord…

SERMON



AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
Let us affirm our faith in God:

I believe in God, 
the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, 
his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come 
to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.                  Amen.
                                       (The Apostles’ Creed)

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
   Response:  Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

THE LORD’S PRAYER & THE GRACE
As our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are bold to say:
Our Father, who art in heaven:
Hallowed be thy Name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done, On earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory
for ever and ever. Amen.



And we say the Grace together: 
The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit,
 be with us all, evermore. Amen.

THE PEACE

HYMN OF THE COLLECTION  128 HILLS OF THE NORTH, REJOICE

CONCLUDING PRAYER
May the God of peace himself 
sanctify you entirely:  
and may your spirit and soul and body 
be kept sound and blameless 
at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.                         Amen.

(1 Thess. 5:23)

THE BLESSING
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