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HYMN  [stand] 177 Once in Royal David’s City.

WELCOME
Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you all: And also with you. 

The Lighting of the Christmas Candle
Christ came to bring us salvation and has promised to come again. 
This morning we welcome him amongst us.
Glory to God in the highest! 
That the light of Christ may shine in all our hearts, we pray to the Lord. 
Glory to God in the highest!
That this season may fill us with peace and joy as we strive to follow the 
example of Jesus, we pray to the Lord. 
Glory to God in the highest! 
Lord Jesus, Light of Light, you have come among us. Help us who live by your 
light to shine as lights in your world. 
Glory to God in the highest!
The candle is lit.
May the light of Christ lead us to the joy of his kingdom, now and for ever. 
Amen

COLLECT FOR PURITY 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 
whom no secrets are hidden; Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily 
magnify your holy name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

PENITENCE 
Christ the Light of the World has come to dispel the darkness of our hearts. In 
his light let us examine ourselves and confess our sins. In silence for a moment, 
we bring to mind our failings and shortcomings…
God our Father, you sent your Son full of grace and truth:
forgive our failure to receive him. 
Lord have mercy: Lord have mercy.
Jesus our Saviour, you were born in poverty and laid in a manger:
forgive our greed and rejection of your ways. 
Christ have mercy: Christ have mercy.
Spirit of Love, your servant Mary responded joyfully to your call:
forgive the hardness of our hearts. 
Lord have mercy: Lord have mercy.

ABSOLUTION



Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world:  have mercy on us; 
you are seated on the right hand of the Father: 
receive our prayer. For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, 
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

THE COLLECT
Lord Jesus Christ, 
your birth at Bethlehem draws us to kneel in wonder 
at heaven touching earth:
accept our heartfelt praise as we worship you,
our Saviour and our eternal God. Amen

FIRST READING: [SIT]
 A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah.
Thus says the LORD: Upon your walls, O Jerusalem, I have posted sentinels; all 
day and all night they shall never be silent. You who remind the LORD, take no 
rest,  and give him no rest until he establishes Jerusalem and makes it renowned 
throughout the earth. The LORD has sworn by his right hand and by his mighty 
arm: I will not again give your grain to be food for your enemies, and foreigners 
shall not drink the wine for which you have laboured; but those who garner it 
shall eat it and praise the LORD, and those who gather it shall drink it in my holy 
courts. Go through, go through the gates, prepare the way for the people; build 
up, build up the highway, clear it of stones, lift up an ensign over the peoples. 
The LORD has proclaimed to the end of the earth: Say to daughter Zion, ‘See, 
your salvation comes; his reward is with him, and his recompense before him.’ 
They shall be called, ‘The Holy People, The Redeemed of the LORD’; and you 
shall be called, ‘Sought Out, A City Not Forsaken.’
This is the Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God.   Isaiah 62.6–12

PSALM 97 [STAND]
1 The Lord is king; let the earth rejoice; • let the multitude of the isles be glad.
2 Clouds and darkness are round about him, • righteousness and justice
are the foundations of his throne.
3 A fire goes before him • and burns up his enemies on every side.



4 His lightnings light up the world; •  the earth sees it and is afraid.
5 The mountains melt like wax at the presence of the Lord, •
at the presence of the Lord of the whole earth.
6 The heavens declare his righteousness, •  and all the peoples see his glory.
7 Confounded be all who worship carved images and delight in false gods! •
Bow down before him, all you gods.
8 Zion hears and is glad and the cities of Judah rejoice, •  because of your 
judgements, O Lord.
9 For you are the Lord: most high over all the earth; • you are exalted far above 
all gods.
10 The Lord loves those who hate evil; • he preserves the lives of his saints
and delivers them from the hand of the wicked.
11 Light has sprung up for the righteous, •  and joyful gladness for those who are 
true-hearted.
12 Rejoice in the Lord, you righteous, • and give thanks to his holy name.

EPISTLE: [SIT]
A reading from the Letter to Titus: Titus 3.4–7
 When the goodness and loving-kindness of God our Saviour 
appeared, he saved us, not because of any works of 
righteousness that we had done, but according to his mercy,
through the water of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit.  
This Spirit he poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our 
Saviour, so that, having been justified by his grace, we might 
become heirs according to the hope of eternal life.
 This is the Word of the Lord…  Thanks be to God. 

GRADUAL HYMN 151 CHILD IN THE MANGER

GOSPEL: [STAND]
Hear the Gospel of our Saviour Christ, according to St Luke 

Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ.  Alleluia!
 In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over 
their flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory 
of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to 
them, ‘Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for 
all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, who is the 
Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in 
bands of cloth and lying in a manger.’ And suddenly there was with the angel a 
multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, ‘Glory to God in the 
highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favours!’
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one 
another, ‘Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, 



which the Lord has made known to us.’ So they went with haste and found Mary 
and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When they saw this, they made 
known what had been told them about this child; and all who heard it were 
amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all these words 
and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising 
God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.

  This is the Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.  Alleluia!

THE SERMON

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH     [STAND] Let us declare our faith in God:

We believe in God the Father,
from whom every family  in heaven and earth is named.
We believe in God the Son,
who lives in our hearts through faith, and fills us with his love.
We believe in God the Holy Spirit,
who strengthens us with power from on high.
We believe in one God; Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Response:  Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer

THE PEACE  [STAND]
Unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given, 
and his name shall be called the Prince of Peace. 
The peace of the Lord be always with you and also with you. 

OFFERTORY HYMN 172 O COME ALL YE FAITHFUL

CELEBRATING AT THE LORD’S TABLE:

Word made flesh, life of the world, 
In your incarnation you embraced our poverty; 
By your spirit may we share in your riches. 
Amen

Christ our passover has been sacrificed for us:
 therefore let us celebrate the feast. 

The Lord is here.  His Spirit is with us. 
Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord. 



Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Lord of all life, you created the universe where all things reflect your glory. 
You give us this great and beautiful earth to discover and to cherish. 
You give us happy times and things to celebrate; 
In these we see your kingdom and taste a feast for all to share.
You made us all to love and to serve you; 
and so we join with the angels to sing your praise:
 Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might. 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.  Hosanna in the highest! 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  Hosanna in the highest! 
On the night before he died Jesus took bread. 
He gave thanks, broke it, and shared it with his disciples. 
This is my body, he said, given for you.  Do this to remember me. 

After they had eaten, he took the cup of wine, 
gave thanks, and shared it with his disciples. 
This is my blood, he said,  poured out for you and for all people
 to save them from their sins.  Do this to remember me. 
Father, send your Holy Spirit, that this bread and this wine 
may be to us the body and blood of your only Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ, 
and change us more and more to be like him. 

Make us joyful 
as we celebrate his death for us on the cross 
and his rising from the dead; 
and share these gifts which strengthen us to follow him. 

Help us to love all people 
and to work together for that day 
when all needs of the world are met, suffering is ended, 
and the whole of creation is gathered into your loving arms. 

With all your saints we give you glory through Jesus Christ, 
in the strength of the Spirit, for ever and ever.  Amen. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory for ever and ever. Amen. 



The bread which we break is a sharing in the body of Christ.
We being many are one body, for we all share in the one bread.
The Agnus Dei        [Sit]

Jesus Christ is the Lamb of God  who has taken away the sin of the world. 
Happy are those who are called to his supper.
Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, 
but only say the word and I shall be healed.

THE COMMUNION 
There will be two points for the distribution of Holy Communion  
(Front of the Church and Baptistry), please follow the directions of the 
Churchwardens.  Children may come forward to receive a blessing. 
All are invited to receive the sacrament.  

POST COMMUNION PRAYER
God our Father, 
whose word has come among us in the Holy Child of Bethlehem: 
may the  light of faith illumine our hearts
and shine in our words and deeds; 
through him who is Christ our Lord. Amen

Almighty God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food of the 
body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. Through him we offer you our 
souls and bodies to be a living sacrifice. Send us out in the power of your 
Spirit to live and work to your praise and glory. Amen.

The Blessing
Christ, who by his incarnation gathered into one all things earthly and heavenly, 
fill you with his joy and peace: and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the 
Son and the Holy Spirit, be with you and remain with you always. Amen.

Thanksgiving Hymn 160 Hark the herald angels

Dismissal
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord: in the name of Christ.  Amen.
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FLOWERS IN MEMORY OF PAM RUSSELL

NOTICES 

Thursday 29th 

NB There will be no midweek communion service this week. 

Sunday 1st January, New Year’s Day:  Christmas 1 
 8.30am – Holy Communion Rite 2 
10.45am – Parish Communion 

http://www.ncccusa.org/newbtu/btuhome.html
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